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Stop Traffic Endangering Pedestrian Safety

WALKING AUDIT REPORT –
Dangerous crossing No. 2

 Salerie Corner

	1.
	Introduction

We have been contacted by Mr. Charlie Matheson concerning the problems of crossing the road at Salerie Corner.  Mr. Matheson lives in Salter Street.
This is a very difficult crossing owing to the volume of traffic in both directions, moving, at times, quite fast.  The Salerie car park is used by both commuters and residents in the area so there is constant pedestrian traffic at this point.  There is no doubt that the traffic islands do help the pedestrian but it would be much safer if there was a properly designated pedestrian crossing.
It seems totally unsatisfactory that there is not a single pedestrian crossing between the Weighbridge roundabout and Victoria Avenue – our major waterfront.


	2.
	Site findings

I surveyed the Salerie with Mr. Matheson between 1730 and 1830 on Tuesday 27th July.  During the first half hour the traffic was moving very slowly out of Town around the Salerie so crossing the road on that side of the road was made easier owing to the traffic jam.  However, traffic on the other side of the road was moving at its customary speed so pedestrians had to wait on the very narrow island in the middle of the road in order to complete their crossing to the car park.
It became evident that there was no consistency in where pedestrians crossed the road to the car park.  Instead there were 3 or 4 different areas where crossings were made – and in many cases people were sprinting across the road in between cars.  

It is obvious that where there isn’t a designated crossing point pedestrians will take the shortest route to their destination.  This makes it quite dangerous both for themselves and for motorists who have to be very alert to people dashing across the road in all sorts of different places.
The majority of pedestrians were crossing using the islands opposite the car park, but residents from the Paris Street and New Paris Road area were crossing near the Paris Street exit.   Pedestrians were also crossing opposite the other entrance to the car park where there is a bollard in the middle of the road. 

(please see photos on pages 3 and 4 for more information)
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Site findings – continued

I consider that outside the rush hour, when the traffic is flowing in both directions at a faster speed, crossing the road either to or from the car park would be quite 
hazardous – particularly at night.  (not to mention the hazard of having to cross the cycle lane to cross the road (I was almost knocked down by a cyclist!).

In addition, given the new developments at the Royal Hotel and Savoy sites and the better pavement provision along North Esplanade I would suspect that there could be an increase in pedestrian traffic along that side of the road.  

Also, if we were able to provide a safe crossing point to and from the car park, then commuters, who would normally use the shared pedestrian/cycle path, might choose to use the other side of the road – thus leading to less congestion on the seaward side pavement during the rush hour.


	3.
	Recommendations

I believe that we need to find some solution to the lack of a crossing point to and from the Salerie car park.  The narrow island in the road, although providing a half way point, isn’t really a safe refuge given the speed of traffic out of the rush hour.
We would be grateful if the engineers could look at the options as follows:

· Provide a pelican crossing

· Provide a pedestrian pavement (which would help to slow the traffic even further)

· Provide a zebra crossing

Positioning of the crossing is difficult.  We would suggest three options 
(please see photos on page 5):

1. Right opposite the car park  (which would serve those coming out/going into Town)

2. Further round the corner towards Paris Street (at the end of the centre island – which gives a better site line)

3. Just before Paris Street (for residents in the area)  This would also help traffic trying to exit Paris Street)

There is no easy solution: 

Option 1 would serve commuters using the car park, but I don’t believe that residents from the Paris Street area would walk around to the crossing (if we could persuade them to do so  and the site lines are OK, I believe this is the best option).

Option 2 might persuade the residents of the area to cross more safely and would be OK for people parking in Salerie and wanting to shop along St. George’s Esplanade but I don’t believe that commuters from Town would go that extra distance.
Option 3 would be primarily for residents and those between the Longstore and Salerie.
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	Salerie Corner – rush hour at about 1730, Tuesday 27th July.

Solid queue of traffic going out of Town.

	Salerie Corner – about 1800 hours.

Traffic back to normal – moving quite fast.

Note a pedestrian in the distance (by the red car) crossing the road opposite the other entrance to the car park using the bollard.
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	Most pedestrians cross right opposite the entrance to the car park – many are almost forced to run across the road.
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	The centre refuge is very narrow  - providing no real protection to a pedestrian
	This pedestrian has ignored the islands and is running across in between cars
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	This is a favourite crossing point for residents in the area - using the last island.


	This lady told us she was a visitor and was staying at the Piette Hotel.

She had been searching for a safe crossing point.
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	Option 1 

A crossing right opposite the car park – suitable for commuters from town using the car park.
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	Option 2

Round the corner where the site line is better – using the last island.
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	Option 3

Near the exit from Paris Street – suitable for residents in the area – and would help traffic exiting Paris Street


Pat Wisher
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